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Syllabus
Course: NT(IBS)637 W1 (SP 2009)
Title: Pauline Epistles
Hours: 3.00
Published: Yes, on 12/15/2008
Prerequisites:
NT(IBS)51x and NT50x
Department: NT Inductive Bib Studies
Faculty: Dr. David Bauer
Email: david.bauer@asburyseminary.edu
Office:
SPO: 1345
Meetings:
During 02/09/2009 to 05/22/2009 on Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00p to 2:15p in M202.
Maximum Registration: 40
Catalog Description: A study of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians which builds on the methodology of the
first inductive Bible study course by further use of what has been previously learned and by emphasizing the study of books
as wholes. Accordingly, there is a special focus on the initial survey of books as wholes, the interpretation of parts of books
in the context of the book as a whole, and the synthesis of books. In addition, attention is given to thinking, valuing, and
living biblically by learning how to apply Scripture to life and ministry. This course seeks intentionally to incorporate the
grammatical analysis of the Greek language into the overall inductive process. (May be taken by students in M.A. programs
not requiring Greek by special arrangement with the professor.)
Objectives:
A. Methodology. The emphasis will be upon the observation and interpretation of books as wholes. By the end of the
course, the student should be able to do the following:
1. Employ structural observations for the interpretation of individual passages within the book, as well as for the
interpretation of the book as a whole.
2. Raise various kinds of interpretive questions, and answer these questions, based on the use of exegetical determinants;
3. Employ various kinds of relevant evidence, including that which involves exegetical use of the original languages, in a
process of inferential reasoning for the interpretation of individual passages within the book, as well as for the book as a
whole.
4. Synthesize the interpretation of units of various lengths, such as the paragraph, the segment, the section (division), and
the book as a whole;
5. Use aspects of methodology that are especially relevant for epistolary material;
6. Evaluate and apply truths that emerge from the interpretation of the material.
7. Articulate the major issues involved in the movement from text to proclamation; move from the interpretation and
application of the text towards its proclamation; and integrate the interpretation and application of a passage in the Pauline
Epistles with that of a correlative passage from the Old Testament so as to move toward a sermon (or teaching lesson)
based on both an Old Testament and New Testament text.
B. Content. The student should be able to do the following:
1. Think through the contents of each book of these Pauline Epistles without recourse to the printed text;
2. Identify significant passages in these Pauline Epistles and interpret them contextually;
3. Demonstrate the importance of a sound methodology for interpretation, including specific examples from these Pauline
Epistles;
4. Describe thoroughly the meaning and development of major themes in these Pauline Epistles, citing individual passages
and other specific data to support conclusions;
5. Discuss the historical and religious background of these Pauline Epistles, demonstrating a general knowledge of critical
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problems regarding the Pauline Epistles and an ability to use these data in the interpretation of these Pauline Epistles.
C. Attitude. The student should:
1. Appreciate the value of sound methodology for the interpretation of the biblical materials, resulting in a desire to apply
the inductive method to other biblical books;
2. Desire to make the Pauline Epistles the object of intensive and creative study throughout life;
3. Intend to employ seriously the Pauline Epistle in preaching and teaching within the context of the church.
Required Texts:
Required Texts:
1. Revised Standard Version of the Bible
2. The Greek New Testament (or Interlinear Greek-English New Testament)
3. An Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for Ministry, by David R. Bauer
4. It's Still Greek to Me, by David A. Black
5. A Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, edited by Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martin, and Daniel G.
Reid.
Course Requirements:
A. The completion of the following lessons in writing, unless otherwise indicated by the instructor. Assigned lessons appear
in Bold. All lessons are to be handed in at the end of the class period on the day designated. No late papers will be accepted
save in cases in which permission is granted by the instructor based on emergency.
B. Punctual attendance at all class sessions. Because of the importance of class attendance, and because of government
regulations regarding student loans, a record of attendance will be taken at each class session. Absence at more than three
class sessions will result in grade penalty, and absence at more than four will result in loss of credit for the course.
Exceptions may be granted based on emergency, in consultation with the instructor.
C. A careful reading of the assigned portions of the required texts.
D. Listening to the tape of an expository sermon on a passage from the Pauline Epistles with a view toward using that
sermon as a catalyst for class discussion on moving from text to proclamation.
 
Additional Readings:
VII. SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY
PAUL
Aageson, James W. Written Also for Our Sake: Paul and the Art of Biblical Interpretation. Louisville; Westminister / John
Knox, 1993.
Ascough, Richard S. What are They Saying About the Formation of the Pauline Churches? New York; Paulist, 1998.
Ashton, John. The Religion of Paul the Apostle. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 200.
Aune, David E., ed. Rereading Paul Together: Protestant and Catholic Perspectives on Justification. Grand Rapids: Baker,
2006.
Barrett, C. K. Essays on Paul. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1982.
________. From First Adam to Last: A Fresh Approach to Some Problems of Paul and the New Testament.
New York: Scribner's, 1962.
________. Paul: An Introduction to His Thought. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1994.
Bassler, Jouette M., ed. Pauline Theology, Volume I: Thessalonians, Philippians, Galatians, Philemon.
Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991.
Baur, Ferdinand Christian. Paul the Apostle of Jesus Christ. 2 vols. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2003 [1873-75].
Beker, J. Christiaan. Paul the Apostle: The Triumph of God in Life and Thought. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980.
Becker, Jürgen. Paul: Apostle to the Gentiles. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1993.
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Best, Ernest. Paul and His Converts. Edinburgh: T.& T. Clark, 1988.
Bornkamm, Günther. Paul. New York: Harper & Row, 1971.
Bruce, F. F. Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977.
Carson, D.A.; O'Brien, Peter T.; and Seifrid, Mark A., ed S. Justification and Variegated Nomism: A Fresh Approach to
Paul and Second Temple Judaism. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004.
Childs, Brevard S. The Church's Guide for Reading Paul: The Canonical Shaping of the Pauline Corpus. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2008.
Das, A. Andrew Paul and the Jews. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2003
Davies, W. D. Paul and Rabbinic Judaism: Some Rabbinic Elementsin Pauline Theology. London: SPCK, 1948.
Donfried, Karl P., and Marshall, I. Howard. The Theology of the Shorter Pauline Letters. New Testament
Theology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.
Dunn, James D. G., ed. The Cambridge Companion to St. Paul. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.
________. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977.
________. Paul and the Mosaic Law. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.
________, and Alan M. Suggate. The Justice of God: A Fresh Look at the Old Doctrine of Justification by Faith: Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994.
Edwards, Mark J., ed. Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture. Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity, 1999.
Fee, Gordon D. God's Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson,
1994.
¬________. Pauline Christology: An Exegetical-Theological Study. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2007.
Hays, Richard B. The Conversion of the Imagination: Paul as Interpreter of Israel's Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2005.
________. Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul. New Haven, CT.: Yale University Press, 1989.
Hübner, Hans. Law in Paul's Thought. Studies of the New Testament and its World. Edinburgh: T. & T Clark.
1982.
Jewett, Robert. Paul the Apostle to America: Current Trends and Pauline Scholarship. Louisville:
Westminster/ John Knox, 1994.
Johnson, E. Elizabeth, and Hay, David M. eds. Pauline Theology, Volume IV: Looking Back, Pressing On.
Society of Biblical Literature Symposium Series, no. 4. Atlanta: Scholars, 1997.
Koperski, Veronica. What are they saying about Paul and the Law?. New York: Paulist, 2001.
Lyons, Geroge. Pauline Autobiography: Toward a New Understanding. Society of Biblical Literative Dissertation Series, No.
73. Atlanta: Scholars, 1985.
Malina, Bruce J., and John J. Pilch. Social-Science Commentary on the Letters of Paul. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006.
Martin, J. Louis. Theological Issues in the Letters of Paul. London: T. & T. Clark, 1997.
Matera, Frank J. Strategies for Preaching Paul. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical, 2001.
Meeks, Wayne. The First Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle Paul. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1983.
Munck, Johannes. Paul and the Salvation of Mankind. Atlanta: John Knox, 1959.
Murphy-O'Connor, Jerome. Paul: A Critical Life. Oxford: Clarendon, 1996.
Neyrey, Jerome. Paul, In Other Words: A Cultural Reading of His Letters. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox,
1990.
Plevnik, Joseph. What are they saying about Paul?. New York: Paulist, 1986.
Räisänen, Heikki. Paul & the Law. Rev. ed. Tübingen: Mohr, 1987.
Richards, E. Randolph. Paul and First - Century Letter Writing. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity, 2004.
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Ridderbos, Herman. Paul: An Outline of His Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975.
Sanders, E. P. Paul and Rabbinic Judaism: A Comparison of Patterns of Religion. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977.
Schnelle, Udo. Apostle Paul: His Life and Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003.
Seifrid, Mark A., and Tan, Randall K.J. The Pauline Writings. IBR Bibliographies, No. 9. Grand Rapids: Baker,
2002.
Stewart, James S. A Man in Christ: The Vital Elements of St. Paul's Religion. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1975.
Stirewalt, M. Luther, Jr. Paul the Letter Writer. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003.
Thielman, Frank. Paul & the Law: A Contextual Apporach. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1994.
Thompson, James W. Pastoral Ministry According to Paul: A Biblical vision. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006.
Van Landingham, Chris. Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and the Apostle Paul. Peabody, MA: Henderickson,
2006.
Westerholm, Stephen. Perspectives Old and New on Paul: The "Lutheran" Paul and His Critics. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2004.
Witherington, III, Ben. The Paul Quest: The Renewed Search for the Jew of Tarsus. Donwners Grove, IL:
InterVarsity, 1998.
Wright, N.T. The Climax of the Covenant: Christ and the Law in Pauline Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993.
________. Paul in Fresh Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005.
GALATIANS
Asano, Atsvhira, Community-Identity Construction in Galatians: Exegetical, Social, Anthropological and Socio-Historical
Studies. Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplemental Series, No. 285. London: T. & T. Clark, 2005.
Barclay, John M.G. Obeying the Truth: Paul's Ethics in Galatians. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991.
Barrett, C.K. Freedom and Obligation: A Study of the Epistle to the Galatians. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1985.
Betz, Hans Dieter. Galatians. Hermeneia: A Critical and Historical Commentary on the Bible. Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1979.
Bruce, F.F. The Epistle to the Galatians: A Commentary on the Greek Text. New International Greek Testament
Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982.
Burton, Ernest De Witt. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians. International Critical
Commentry. Edinburgh: T.& T. Clark, 1921.
Cousar, Charles B. Galatians. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Atlanta: John Knox,
1982.
________. Reading Galations, Philippians, and 1 Thessalonians. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2001.
Dunn, James D. G. The Epistle to the Galatians. Black's New Testament Commentaries. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1993.
________. The Theology of Paul's Letter to the Galatians. New Testament Theology. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1993.
Ebeling, Gerhard. The Truth of the Gospel: an Exposition of Galatians. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985.
Fung, Ronald. Y.K. The Epistle to the Galatians. New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988.
Hays, Richard B. The Faith of Jesus Christ: The Narrative Substructure of Galatians 3:1-4:11. 2nd ed. The
Biblical Resource Series. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.
Howard, George. Paul: Crisis in Galatia. Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series, no. 35. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990.
Lightfoot, Joseph Barber. The Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. London: Macmillan, 1865.
Longenecker, Bruce W. The Triumph of Abraham's God: The Transformation of Identity in Galatians. Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1998.
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Longenecker, Richard N. Galatians. Dallas: Word, 1990.
Lührmann, Dieter. Galatians. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992.
Luther, Martin. A Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, n.d.
Martyn, L. Louis. Galatians. Anchor Bible. New York: Doubleday, 1997.
Matera, Frank J. Galatians. Sacra Pagina. Collegeville, MN: Michael Glazier, 1992.
Morris, Leon. Galatians: Paul's Charter of Christian Freedom. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996.
Ridderbos, Herman. The Epistle of Paul to the Churches of Galatia. New International Commentary on the New
Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1953.
Smiles, Vincent M. The Gospel and the Law in Galatia: Paul's Response to Jewish-Christian Separation and the
Threat of Galatian Apostasy. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical, 1998.
Witherington III, Ben. Grace in Galatia: A Commentary on Paul's Letter to the Galatians. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1998.
EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS (See also under Philippians and Philemon)
Abbott, T. K. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles to the Ephesians and to the Colossians.
International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T.& T. Clark, 1897.
Barth, Markus. Ephesians. 2 vols. Anchor Bible. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1974.
Barth, Markus, and Blanke, Helmut. Colossians. Anchor Bible. NY: Doubleday, 1994.
Best, Ernest. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Ephesians. International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh:
T.& T. Clark, 1998.
Bruce, F. F. The Epistle to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians. New International Commentary on the
New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984.
Dahl, Nils Alstrup. Studies in Ephesians: Introductory Questions, Text - & Edition-Critical Issues, Interpretation of
Texts and Themes. Edited by David Hellhom, Vemund Blomkvist, and Tord Fornberg. Tübingen: Mohr
Siebeck, 2000.
Deterding, Paul E. Colossians. Concordia Commentary. St. Louis: Concordia, 2003.
Dunn, James D. G. The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon: A Commentary on the Greek Text. New
International Greek Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996.
Francis, Fred O., and Meeks, Wayne A., eds. Conflict at Colossae: A Problem in the Interpretation of Early
Christianity Illustrated by Selected Modern Studies. Missoula, MT: Scholars, 1975.
Gorday, Peter, ed. Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Ancient Christian Commentary on
Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.
Hoehner, Harold W. Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002.
Klein, William W. The Book of Ephesians: An Annotated Bibliography. New York: Garland, 1996.
Lightfoot, J. B. Saint Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon. 6th ed. London: Macmillan, 1882.
Lincoln, Andrew T. Ephesians. Word Biblical Commentary. Dallas: Word, 1990.
Lincoln, Andrew T., and Wedderburn. A. J. M. The Theology of the Later Pauline Letters New Testament
Theology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.
Lohse, Eduard. Colossians and Philemon. Hermeneia: A Critical and Historical Commentary on the Bible.
Philadelphia: Fortress, 1971.
MacDonald, Margaret Y. Colossians and Ephesians. Sacra Pagina. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical, 200.
Martin, Ralph P. Colossians and Philemon. New Century Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974.
________. Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching.
Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1991.
Mitton, C. Leslie. Ephesians. New Century Bible Commentary. London: Oliphants, 1976.
Moule, C. F. D. The Epistles of Paul the Apostle to the Colossians and to Philemon. Cambridge Greek Testament
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Commentary. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1957.
O'Brien, Peter T. Colossians, Philemon. Word Biblical Commentary. Waco, TX: Word, 1982.
________. The Letter to the Ephesians. Pillar New Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999.
Porkoný, Petr. Colossians: A Commentary. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1991.
Robinson, J. Armitage. St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians. London: Macmillan, 1922.
Schnackenburg, Rudolf. The Epistle to the Ephesians: A Commentary. Edinburgh: T.& T. Clark, 1991.
Schweizer, Eduard. The Letter to the Colossians: A Commentary. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1982.
Thompson, Marianne Meye. Colossians and Philemon. The Two Horizons New Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2005.
Thurston, Bonnie. Reading Colossians, Ephesians, and 2 Thessalonians: A Literary and Theological Commentary.
New York: Crossroad, 1995.
Wilson, Robert McLean. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Colossians and Philemon. International Critical
Commentary. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 2005.
Wright, N. T. Colossians and Philemon. Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986.
PHILIPPIANS AND PHILEMON (See also under Ephesians and Colossians)
Bakirtzis, Charalambos, and Koester, Helmut, eds. Philippi at the Time of Paul and after His Death. Harisbury, PA:
Trinity Press International, 1998.
Barth, Karl. Epistle to the Philippians. Louisville: Westminister/John Knox, 2002 [1947].
Barth, Markus, and Blanke, Helmut. The Letter to Philemon. Eerdmans Critical Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2000.
Beare, Francis Wright. The Epistle to the Philippians. Harper's New Testament Commentaries. New York: Harper
& Row, 1959.
Bloomquist, L. Gregory. The Function of Suffering in Philippians. Journal for the Study of the New Testament
Supplement Series, no. 78. Sheffield: JSOT, 1993.
Bockmuehl, Markus. The Epistle to the Philippians. Black's New Testament Commentary. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1998.
Caird, George B. Paul's Letters from Prison: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon in the Revised Standard
Version. New Clarendon Bible. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976.
Callahan, Allen Dwight. Embassy of Onesimus: The Letter of Paul to Philemon. Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press
International, 1997.
Collange, Jean-Francois. The Epistle of Saint Paul to the Philippians. London: Epworth, 1979.
Craddock, Fred. Philippians. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Atlanta: John Knox,
1985.
Eadie, John A Commentary on the Greek Text oif the Epistle of Paul to the Philippians. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1884.
Fee, Gordon D. Paul's Letter to the Philippians. New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.
Fitzmyer, Joseph A. The Letter to Philemon. Anchor Bible. New York: Doubleday, 2000.
Fowl, Stephen E. Philippians. The Two Horizons New Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005.
Hawthorne, Gerald. Philippians. Word Biblical Commentary. Waco, TX: Word, 1983.
Knox, John. Philemon among the Letters of Paul: A New view of its Place and Importance. 2nd ed. New York:
Abingdon, 1959.
Lightfoot, Joseph Barber. St. Paul's Epistle to the Philippians. London: Macmillan, 1913.
Martin, Ralph. Philippians. 2nd ed. New Century Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.
O'Brien, Peter T. Commentary on Philippians. New International Greek Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids:
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Eerdmans, 1991.
Petersen, Norman R. Rediscovering Paul: Philemon and the Sociology of Paul's Narrative World. Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1985.
Plummer, Alfred. A Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Philippians. London: R. Scott, 1919.
Reed, Jeffrey T. A Discourse Analysis of Philippians: Method and Rhetoric in the Debate Over Literary Integrity. Journal for
the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series, No. 136. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press. 1997.
Reumann, John. Philippians. Anchor Bible, New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2008.
Silva, Moisés. Philippians. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992.
Vincent, Marvin R. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles to the Philippians and to Philemon.
International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T.& T. Clark, 1897.
Witherington III, Ben C. Friendship and Finances in Philippi: The Letter of Paul to the Philippians. The New
Testament in Context. Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 1995.
Evaluation:
Assignments will be 100% of the grade.
Class Schedule:
VI. Lessons (Assignments will be announced on the first day of class. No work is expected to be done before the
semester begins.)
 
VII. Course Assignments:
Lesson 1. Survey of the Book of Galatians. (Survey of Book as a Whole)
1. Identify the general and specific materials of the book.
2. Locate the main divisions and sub-divisions of the book, and identify the major structural relationships operative in the
book as a whole.
3. Ask a few interpretive questions of each major structural relationship observed.
4. Identify the key verses and strategic areas that provide insight into the book as a whole.
5. Locate data that bears on such higher critical issues as the writer, place and date of writing, etc.
6. Note other major impressions that relate to the book as a whole.
 
Lesson 2. Survey of Galatians 1:10-2:21. (Survey of Segment as a Whole)
1. Identify the specific materials of the segment by giving a brief title to each paragraph.
2. Locate the main units and sub-units in the segment, and identify the major structural relationships operative
in the segment as a whole.
3. Ask a few interpretive questions of each major structural relationship identified.
4. Identify the key verses and strategic areas that provide insight into the segment as a whole.
5. Identify the literary form(s) employed in the segment.
6. Note other major impressions that relate to the segment as a whole.
Lesson 3. Detailed Observation of Galatians 2:19-21.
Do a detailed observation of these verses. In the process, identify two or three of the most promising questions.
Lesson 4. Interpretation of Galatians 2:20.
Interpret Galatians 2:20 by answering the following question: What is meant by "I have been crucified with
Christ?"
Lesson 5. Galatians 3:1-4:31
1. Survey. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general framework,
carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
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by answering that question(s). OR answer one or more of the following questions:
a. What are the main claims made in 3:1-5, and how does Paul develop each of these claims (and argue in
support of each of these claims) in 3:6-4:31? How does the argument in 3:6-4:31 illumine the claims made in
3:1-5?
b. Identify the major points Paul makes in his argument in favor of justification by faith over against
justification by works of the law. How does Paul develop each of these main points (note, e.g. his appeal to the
Old Testament and to the reader's experience), and what is the meaning and significance of each of these main
points as Paul develops them? How do these main points relate to one another and illumine one another?
c. What is the specific meaning of 3:13-14; 4:8-11; and 4:21-31? How do these passages contribute to, and
illumine, Paul's argument in this segment as a whole?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other).
Each of these main points should themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the
(theological) teaching derived from the interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from
the application process, and the connection between the two.
Lesson 6. Galatians 5:1-6:10.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer one or more of the following questions:
a. What, according to this passage, is the specific meaning of Christian freedom? That is, what major claims, qualifications,
and arguments does Paul make regarding Christian freedom, and what are the major alternatives to it? What is the meaning
and significance of each of these features?
b. What does Paul say regarding the "Spirit" and "faith ", on the one hand, and "the flesh", on the other; and what is the
meaning of each of these elements as set forth here? What are the major differences between the life of the "Spirit" and
"faith", and that characterized by the "flesh?" what is the meaning of each of these differences, and how do these differences
relate to, and illumine one another?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 7. Synthesis of the Book of Galatians.
Describe in a holistic, integrative, and comprehensive fashion the concept of the Christian liberty as presented in this book,
including such things as specific characteristics, problems, motivations, resources, and the theological foundation for proper
Christian liberty and challenges. Be careful to give evidence for all assertions (including verse references).
Lesson 8. Survey of the Book of Philippians
Survey this book, following the suggestions under Lesson 1.
Lesson 9. Philippians 1:3-26
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer one or more of the following questions:
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a. How does Paul describe the Philippians, and what is the meaning of the major components of this description? How do
those components illumine one another? How does this description point toward, and illumine God, Christ, salvation,
eschatology, and Paul's own ministry towards the Philippians?
b. How does Paul describe himself and his experiences here? What are the major components of this description, and what is
the meaning of each of these components? How does this description point toward, and illumine, God, Christ, salvation,
eschatology, and Paul's ministry?
c. Analyze the relationship throughout this passage between God's redemptive purposes and adverse circumstances, faced
both by the Philippians and Paul. How, specifically, does God fulfill these purposes in spite of, and through, adverse
circumstances?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 10. Philippians 1:27-2:30.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
by answering that question(s). OR answer one or more of the following questions:
a. Analyze carefully the exhortations in this passage. What is the meaning of each and how does Paul support
each exhortation? How are these exhortations related to one another, and how do they illumine one another?
How does Paul's use of positive examples illumine the exhortations and support them?
b. Interpret the "kenosis" passage of 2:5-11. What are the major elements in this description of Christ, and
what is the precise meaning of each? What is the meaning of the movement of the description of Christ in this
passage, and how does this development illumine the meaning of the passage as a whole? How does 2:6-11
support the exhortation by 2:5, and how does this relationship between 2:6-11 and 2:5 illumine the exhortation
of 2:5 and the kenosis passage?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other).
Each of these main points should themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the
(theological) teaching derived from the interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from
the application process, and the connection between the two.
Lesson 11. Philippians 3:1-21.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
by answering that question(s). OR answer the following questions:
Analyze the differences between Paul's previous life in Judaism and his new life (and
perspective) in Christ. What is the meaning of each of these differences? And how do theses differences illumine
the portrait of the "dogs" and the "enemies of the cross of Christ" here? And how do these differences support
the exhortations in this passage?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
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5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other).
Each of these main points should themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the
(theological) teaching derived from the interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from
the application process, and the connection between the two.
Lesson 12. Philippians 4:1-20
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer the following questions:
Carefully interpret the meaning of "joy" and "rejoice" here. What are the major
dimensions of this concept as set forth in this passage and what is the meaning of each of these components/dimensions?
How does Paul develop the meaning of "joy" and "rejoice" through his exhortations regarding Euodia and Synteche (4:2-3),
and the description of himself and of the Philippians?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 13. Synthesis of the Book of Philippians.
Describe in a holistic, integrative, and comprehensive fashion the concepts of Christian joy as presented in this book,
including such things as specific characteristics. problems, challenges, motivations, resources, results and the theological
foundation for Christian joy. (In the process, note especially the role of imitation.) Be careful to give evidence for all
assertions (including verse references).
Lesson 14. Survey of the Book of Ephesians.
Survey this book, following the suggestions under Lesson 1.
Lesson 15. Ephesians 1:3-23.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer one or more of the following questions:
a. Identify the major claims that are being made regarding God's purpose or will. What is the specific meaning of each of
these claims? How do these claims relate to and illumine one another?
b. Interpret the prayer of 1:15-23. What are the major petitions and descriptions here, and what is the meaning of each?
How does this prayer relate to Paul's declarations of praise in 1:3-14, and how does this relationship illumine the meaning
and significance of the prayer?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How does he
address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of each? How
does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
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homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 16. Ephesians 2:1-3:21.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer one or more of the following questions:
a. What, according to this passage, are the major differences between the life before (and outside of Christ) and existence
in Christ, and what is the meaning of these differences?
b. What is the meaning of Paul's description of his own role and ministry in 3:1-13, and how does this passage function
within the argument of the entire segment?
c. Interpret the prayer of 3:14-21. Identify the overarching concern of the entire prayer. What is the meaning of the major
components, and how does each contribute to and develop the one overarching concern of the entire prayer? How does this
prayer relate, and how is it illumined by, 2:1-3:13?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 17. Ephesians 4:1-16.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer one or more of the following questions:
a. What is the meaning of Paul's presentation of unity here? What are the major components of this discussion and what are
the major issues he presents, and what is the meaning of each?
b. What is the specific and precise meaning of Paul's discussion regarding gifts. How does his discussion regarding gifts
relate to and illumine his concern for unity and oneness in this passage? How is this passage illuminated by Paul's discussion
of spiritual gifts in I Cor.12 and 14?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two
Lesson 18. Ephesians 4:17-5:20.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
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detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer one or more of the following questions:
a. What are the exhortations in this segment, and what is the meaning of each, and how is each supported? How are these
exhortations related, and how do these exhortations (and their support) develop a portrait of Christian life and conduct?
b. Examine the meaning of the contrast between the old life of darkness and death and the new life of light. What is the
specific meaning of each of these descriptions, and how do the differences illumine the nature of Christian life and the
demands of Christian conduct?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
 
Lesson 19. Ephesians 5:21-6:9.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
by answering that question(s). OR answer the following questions:
What is the meaning of 5:21 and how does this verse illumine the instructions of 5:22-
6:9? What is the meaning of each set of instructions here (husbands/wives, children/parents, etc), and how do
these sets relate to and illumine one another? Note especially the meaning of Paul's support for these
instructions (and particularly the meaning of the comparison between husbands' attitude towards their wives
and Christ's relationship to the church). Explore how a comparison between this "household code" and other
New Testament examples of this form (e.g. Col 3:18-4:19; 1 Peter 2:13-3:6) illumines this passage.
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other).
Each of these main points should themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the
(theological) teaching derived from the interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from
the application process, and the connection between the two.
Lesson 20. Ephesians 6:10-20.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer the following questions:
What is the meaning of each of these exhortations and of the stated purpose or reason for
each? How does the sustained use of this military imagery illumine and enhance these exhortations? How do these
exhortations and descriptions illumine certain aspects of Christian life?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
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b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 21. Synthesis of the Book of Ephesians .
Synthesize the Book of Ephesians answering these questions: What are the major aspects of the Christian life, according to
this book? What is the specific meaning of each and how are they related to one another and inform one another? What is
the christology and ecclesiology of this book and how are they related?
Lesson 22. Survey of the Book of Colossians.
Survey this book, following the suggestions under Lesson 1.
Lesson 23. Colossians 1:3-14.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer the following questions:
What are the major components of Paul's prayer for the Colossians, in terms both of what God and Christ have already done
and what Paul implores God to do for them, and what is the meaning of each of these components, and the function of each
of these components within the overall plan of the prayer? What is the interpretive significance that these descriptions are
set within a prayer that introduces the material in 1:15-4:6?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 24. Colossians 1:15-2:5.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
by answering that question(s). OR answer one or more of the following questions:
a. Interpret carefully the "Christ hymn" of 1:15-20. What is the meaning of each of these claims regarding
Christ, and how does each contribute to the overarching concern(s) of the passage? How does this passage
function within, and contribute to, the argument of the entire segment?
b. Interpret carefully 1:24-29, focusing especially upon the meaning of the "mystery" here. What is meant by
Paul's statement that he "completes what is lacking in Christ's afflictions," and how does this claim relate to,
and illumine, the "mystery"? How does this passage function within the segment?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other).
Each of these main points should themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the
(theological) teaching derived from the interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from
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the application process, and the connection between the two.
Lesson 25. Colossians 2:6-23.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
by answering that question(s). OR answer the following questions:
What are the major differences between the "fullness of life in Christ" and the
"human tradition" presented here? What is the meaning of the description of each, and of
Paul's arguments for the superiority of the former?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory
thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should themselves be
developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the
connection between the two.
Lesson 26. Colossians 3:1-17.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s)
derived from one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or
on the basis of your detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment
by answering that question(s). OR answer the following questions:
What is the specific meaning of 3:1-4, and how do the exhortations of 3:5-17 flow
out of the considerations of 3:1-4? What is the meaning of the negative exhortations of 3:5-11 and the positive
exhortations of 3:12-17, and how do these contrasting portraits/demands illumine one another and the nature
of Christian existence and conduct?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can
be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which
assumes homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five
main points that develop that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other).
Each of these main points should themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the
(theological) teaching derived from the interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from
the application process, and the connection between the two.
Lesson 27. Colossians 3:18-4:1.
1. Survey this segment, following the suggestions under Lesson 2.
2. Detailed Analysis. Using the main units and sub-units identified in your survey as a general
framework, carefully trace the thought of this material.
3. Analytical Interpretation. Interpret this segment (or a significant portion of it) by answering a question(s) derived from
one or more structural relationships, major issues, or strategic areas identified in your survey, or on the basis of your
detailed analysis. Carefully and explicitly form your question(s) and interpret the segment by answering that question(s). OR
answer the following questions:
What is the meaning of each exhortation here, and how does Paul's support of each
illumine the exhortation? What is the meaning of the sets of exhortations in the household instructions of 3:18-4:1, and how
do these exhortations, taken together, contribute to an understanding of the nature and demands of Christian relationships?
How do the instructions regarding responsibility towards those on the outside (4:2-6) illumine and complement Christian
relationships within the household (3:18-4:1)?
4. Synthetic Interpretation.
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What are the major problems Paul addresses here? How are these problems related? How
does he address each? What are the major theological claims here? What is the meaning of
each? How does this segment contribute to Paul's argument in the book as a whole?
5. Application and Proclamation.
a. On the basis of your interpretation under nos. 3 and 4 above, explore specific ways in which this segment can be applied
to yourself and/or other contemporary persons.
b. Develop a proclamation outline. A proclamation outline is not synonymous with a sermon outline (which assumes
homiletical crafting), but is rather the statement of a specific proclamatory thesis, with three to five main points that develop
that overall proclamatory thesis (and are clearly and explicitly related to each other). Each of these main points should
themselves be developed in a brief but specific paragraph, which describes the (theological) teaching derived from the
interpretation of the text, the contemporary appropriation derived from the application process, and the connection between
the two.
Lesson 28. Synthesis of the Book of Colossians.
Describe in a holistic, integrative, and comprehensive fashion the portrait of the Christian life as presented in this book,
including such things as specific characteristics, problems, challenges, motivations, resources, and the theological
foundation for proper Christian behavior and existence. Describe also the christology and cosmology of this book, and their
relation to each other. Note points of continuity and discontinuity between Colossians and Ephesians in the areas of the
Christian life and christology.
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